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1 OFFICIALS OF THE EC COMMISSION S "ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
CUSTOMS UNION" HAVE INFORMED US THAT THE TOBACCO CLASSIFI 
CATION PROBLEM HAS NOW BECOME A LIVE ISSUE. A SHIPMENT 
OF TOBACCO IN THE CATEGORIES SUBJECT TO THE ARTICLE XXIV:6 
CONCESSION, WITH A VALUE OF MORE THAN 280 UNITS OF ACCOUNT 
PER 100 KILOS, HAS ARRIVED IN ITALY. NEXT WEEK THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO RAISE IN AN INTRA-COMMUNITY WORKING 
GROUP THE QUESTION OF THE PROPER CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
SHIPMENT IN QUESTION, IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNITY SPECI- 
FICATIONS FOR CXT POSITION 24.01A. 

2. THE OFFICIALS NOTE THAT THE COMMUNITY'S TARIFF 
NOMENCLATURE COMMITTEE, WHEN IT EXAMINED THIS QUESTION 
IN ITS MEETINGS OF DECEMBER 16-20, 1974, DECIDED, WITH 
NO MEMBER STATE OBJECTING, THAT CLASSIFICATION IN 
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CERTIFICATE. (THE IDEA OF ACCEPTING IMPORTER CERTI- 
FICATION WAS REJECTED.) WHILE THE COMMISSION HAS 
NOT ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS TO THIS EFFECT-AND THEREFORE 
HAS LEFT THE ISSUE OPEN IN A CERTAIN SENSE-THE 
COMMITTEE S DECISION HAS TO BE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE 
WEIGHT BY THE COMMISSION. 

3. THE COMMISSION HAS THEREFORE POSED TO US THE 
QUESTION OF WHETHER, DESPITE THE PROBLEMS FORESEEN 
BY THE USG, IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR THE US TO 
INSTITUTE A CERTIFICATION SYSTEM. THE CERTIFICATE 
REQUIRED WOULD BE SIMPLE IN NATURE, COMMISSION OF- 
FICIALS NOTE, BUT WOULD HAVE TO BE ISSUED BY RELIABLE 
BODIES. 

4. IN VIEW OF THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THIS ISSUE CANNOT 
BE POSTPONED FURTHER, THE MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE 
INSTRUCTIONS AS TO HOW TO RESPOND TO THE COMMISSION. IF 
THE US STILL DOES NOT WISH TO INSTITUTE A CERTIFICA- 
TION SYSTEM, IT APPEARS THAT A MAJOR EFFORT WILL HAVE 
TO BE MADE TO PERSUADE THE COMMISSION AND THE 
MEMBER STATES THAT THERE ARE BETTER WAYS TO IDENTIFY 
THE TOBACCO ELIGIBLE FOR THE CONCESSION. GREENWALD 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TOBACCO, TRADE CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ECBRU05464 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D75021 2-0871 
From: EC BRUSSELS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750636/aaaabgdo.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 EC BRUSSELS 9859, 75 (197 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 APR 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <23 DEC 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TOBACCO CLASSIFICATION PROBLEM 
TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, EEC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



